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PERSONAL WATER OR WASTEWATER LINES ON NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES 
 

While many properties are directly adjacent to a public road that includes Crystal Clear Special 
Utility District (“CCSUD”) water or wastewater infrastructure, some properties do not. In those 
cases, it may be necessary for you as the landowner to acquire easements across your neighbors’ 
properties to construct, maintain, and operate a water meter and/or personal water or wastewater 
service lines to your property. CCSUD requires those easements to be in place before CCSUD may 
submit the meter study to approve your meter connection to CCSUD’s water infrastructure, or 
before CCSUD may approve a wastewater or water service application.  Please keep in mind that 
CCSUD is responsible for maintenance of the meter site and its pipeline delivering water to the 
meter site, but you are responsible for all costs and maintenance of the pipeline running from the 
meter to your property. 
 
This information sheet provides general guidelines that are designed to assist you in understanding 
the easement process and what rights you may need to acquire from your neighbors, but this 
information sheet is not comprehensive, is not legal advice, and is not specific to your property. 
CCSUD reserves the right to modify this information sheet to fit your specific situation and 
CCSUD’s needs. If you are seeking legal advice regarding the easement process, please contact an 
attorney. A real estate professional may also be able to assist you in negotiations with your 
neighbors.  
 
While the remainder of this information sheet is specific to water connections, it is equally 
applicable to wastewater connections.  
 
Preliminary Steps 
 

• Please reach out to CCSUD to discuss the preferred location for your water meter, assuming 
you are able to get your neighbors to agree to the location.  

• From that location, coordinate with your contractor to determine a proposed route for your 
personal water line leading from the water meter to your property.  

• Confirm the ownership of the properties the proposed route crosses. If more than one 
landowner owns the property, you will need all owners to sign the easement.   

 
Easement Terms 
 

• The easement should be perpetual, meaning that it cannot be terminated. 
• The easement grantee should be the owners of your property, not CCSUD.  
• The easement should run with the land and be binding on you, the landowner(s) that own 

the property you’re getting the easement from, and all successors and assigns. 
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• The easement should grant the right to construct, maintain, operate, and repair a water line 
and related appurtenances.  

• The easement should be freely assignable.  
• The easement should include a certified plat or other legally-sufficient description or sketch 

of the route of your proposed water line. This may likely require you hiring a surveyor to 
prepare a plat, legal description, or sketch.  

• The easement should include a prohibition on any third party tapping into your personal 
water line. Additionally, the easement should provide that the water line may not provide 
water to any delivery point not authorized in your service contract with CCSUD.   

• The easement should include the right of ingress and egress.  
 
Negotiations 

• Negotiation terms, such as any compensation in exchange for the easement, are between 
you and your neighbors. You are responsible for all costs associated with any easements 
needed from your neighbors for your personal water lines and meter.  

• Once the easements are negotiated, you are welcome to submit them to CCSUD for 
confirmation that the easements meet CCSUD’s minimum requirements to ensure that the 
meter can be constructed in the preferred location; provided, however, that such approval 
is not a guarantee of the adequacy of the easement terms or a guarantee that CCSUD will 
approve your meter request.    

• During negotiations, you might consider obtaining a subordination document from any 
banks that currently hold a lien over your neighbor’s property. However, CCSUD is not 
requiring those subordinations before submitting the meter study.  

• If you are unable to negotiate an easement with your neighbors, CCSUD will not be able 
to proceed with the meter study. However, you might consider alternative routes and 
alternative meter locations that do not involve that particular neighbor. Please reach out to 
CCSUD and we can assist in potential meter locations.  

 
Easement Signing and Next Steps 
 

• Have each landowner sign the easement in the presence of a notary. Most banks have 
notaries on-staff. The notary should acknowledge the signature in the easement.   

• Take a fully executed original of the easement, with all signature pages, and record it in the 
county where the easement is located. You will be responsible for all recording fees.  

• Provide recorded copies of the easement to CCSUD.  
• CCSUD will then submit the meter study, assuming all other requirements have been met.  

 
Should you have any questions, please email raelynn@crystalclearsud.org.  
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